
The shift from film to digital
cameras has ushered in a new
era of instant gratification: You
can snap a picture and self-pub-
lish or e-mail it to 20 friends
in just aminute or two. But too
often, images languish, unseen
and sometimes forgotten, in a
desktop folder or on amemory
card. Through Birmingham
Michigan’s SmArt Leather
Designs and its BloomfieldHills-
based online retail partner, Big
Hug, it’s easy and fun to give
photos and other digital images a
new spot in the home, by placing
them on a custom leather pillow.
These pillows aremade possi-

ble by a revolutionary new digital
printing technology that infuses
images into leather with a repro-
duction quality unlike anything
ever seen before.Whether there’s
a baby to celebrate, or amoment
in time to remember, these per-
sonalized pillowsmake truly
memorable keepsakes.
Unlike traditional transfers,

this is a permanent process, and
images will not fade, scratch off
or wear off over time. The tech-
nology behind it is the result of
over eight years of research and
more than two dozen patents
worldwide.

“The applications are limitless.
Images can be photographs, cor-
porate logos, monograms, texts,
graphics— patterns or solid
colors, etc. If you can conceive
it, we can create it,” said Kathy
Campbell, Birmingham resident
and owner of SmArt Leather
Designs. “By harnessing this new
technology, we are able to create
one-of-a-kind treasures that you
really have to see— and touch
— to believe. Leather is very tac-
tile, and these pillows have the
capacity to become real works
of art.”
What began as a labor of love

— creating a single leather pillow
in remembrance of Campbell’s
beloved Cavalier King Charles
spaniel, Reesie, has evolved into
a thriving business that allows
consumers to easily build their
own custom pillow online by
uploading graphics or a photo,
choosing a size, and in some
instances, selecting coordinat-
ing fabric (including the option
for Sunbrella on a new line of

outdoor pillows) and trims. In
the near future, Campbell plans
to expand to include a line of
custom leather-wrapped photo
albums and other home acces-
sories.
Pillowsmay be purchased

throughBigHug, an online pro-
vider of remembrance and sym-
pathy gifts. Katie Kiyo, owner
of BigHug said, “This concept
comes at a timewhenwe are
searching for alternate uses for
digital photographs, and artistic
ways of keepingmemories alive.
In addition, it speaks to the
design industry’s trend toward
personalized home décor. To
date, Kathy and I are finding that
this leather innovation is being
used to create pillows for awide
variety of purposes— frompure-
ly unique and decorative one-of-
a-kind creations for the home, to
those commemorating a celebra-
tory event and even pet remem-
brance, where it all began.”
Visit www.bighugllc.com, or

call (248) 594-1560.
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“We’ve been discovered,”
she said, when I picked up
the phone. “He called me to
tell me he wouldn’t be seeing
me again. The wife was sit-
ting next to
him cursing
me, threaten-
ing to tell my
children. It
was horrible! I
knew it would
end, but not
like this.”
At 57, Gloria

had been sin-
gle for 10 years
after a bruising divorce. She
had supported her daughter
through graduate school and
then gave her living expenses
while the girl searched for a
seemingly nonexistent job.
Gloria had told me many times
that she felt tired, alone and
invisible to society at large.
Then, HE came along.

Married for 30 years he said
the he and his wife were
traveling different paths. He
adored his children and the
life he’d built. He was proud
of what he had accomplished
and made it clear that he
was not about to leave it. He
couldn’t. It would devastate
his children. However empty

the content of the marriage, it
looked just fine on the outside
and he was going to keep it
that way.
They met each other at

work, he a doctor, she a nurse.
A hospital is a big place and
people sitting in the cafeteria
having coffee don’t attract a
great deal of attention. There
was the occasional lunch,
but with their schedules and
obligations it was hard to slip
away. It was mostly a tele-
phone call and text relation-
ship. The contacts were brief,
but comforting and antici-
pated. The sex, she said was
infrequent and not the center
of it. It was the friendship,
the attention, the sense of re-
emergence into the world. The
few minutes of contact each
day allowed her to feel alive
again. Now, she feels like she’s
dying. Didn’t she know it could
end like this?
What must the wife be going

through? Betrayed, humili-
ated, threatened that her mar-
riage is at risk, she had told
him that she would never get a
divorce. She had friends who
were divorced and they were
alone, miserable and counting
every penny. No! That wasn’t
for her. She liked her life and

wanted to keep it. Did she
really think that making his
life a living hell would help
their marriage?
Many years ago, a woman I

was seeing was torn between
her husband and another man.
Her husband suspected this
to be the case. One night he
approached her and said, “I
know you are thinking about
making a choice in your life.
Choose me. I love you and
our family. I will do whatever
I can to recapture your love.
Choose me.” She did. How
wise he was to approach her
this way.
If only my client had been

wise enough to tell the doc-
tor, “I’d love to see you, but
only if you are unattached.” If
only the doctor had the wis-
dom not to take on a parallel
relationship. If only the wife
had been wise enough to say,
“Choose me.” If only we could
anticipate the possible endings
before we begin. If only ...

Dr. Sonya Friedman, formerly on CNN,
maintains her practice of psychol-
ogy in the Birmingham area and can
be reached at (248) 738-5952 or at
Dr.Sonya828@aol.com. Early in her
career, she wrote for the Birmingham
Eccentric.

If only ... we could
make right choices

Dr. Sonya
Friedman

The Birmingham Senior
Men meet Fridays at The
Community House.

July programs
• July 9: Marvin F.

Ninneman, historian,
“American Revolution
Battlefields.”
• July 16: Chuck Moss,

state representative, “Lansing
Update.”
• July 23: Richard Shapack,

attorney, “The Nuclear Navy.”

• July 30: Joel Stone, curator,
Detroit Historical Museum,
“Detroit History.”

August programs
• No meetings

July discussions
• July 9: Keith Koppmeier,

Popular and Community
Programs Administrator, DSO,
“The DSO.”
• July 16: Kelly Brault, Senior

Development manager, and

Todd Slisher, COO and VP-
Visitor Programs and Services,
“The Detroit Science Center.”
• July 23: Paul Good,

manager of Community and
Government Relations, “The
Detroit Zoo.”
• July 30: Ralph Bowen,

SMC member, “The Ralph
Bowen Orchestra Live at the
Graystone Ballroom.”

August Discussions
No meetings.

BIRMINGHAM SENIOR MEN

The Birmingham Senior
Women’s Club at The
Community House is open
to all women over 50 in the
Detroit Metro area. Its pur-
pose it to provide fellowship,
programs and activities for
members. The club meets on
the second and fourth Tuesday
of the month.
• July 13: Author Colleen

Burcar. A radio and TV per-
sonality, Burcar was part of
the Dick Purtan Show for 20
years as a new anchor and
comic character voice. She also
appeared as a feature reporter
for PMMagazine and Good
Afternoon Detroit. She has
authored two books:Michigan
Curiosities and You Know
You’re in Michigan When...
• July 27: Sharon McRill.

McRill is owner of Betty’s
Brigade, a company that does
chores and errands. She spe-
cializes in cleaning up cluttered
lives, dirty cars and more.
All programs begin at 10:30

a.m. in The Community House
ballroom, followed by lunch.
For information, go to www.
communityhouse.com or call
(248) 644-5832.

SENIOR WOMEN

Bloomfield Senior Men’s
Club meets the third
Wednesday of every month
at the Bloomfield Township
Senior Center, 4315 Andover
Road.
• The club will host Tom

Grace author of The Secret
Cardinal, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
Wednesday, July 21, James
Rollins, A light breakfast will
be served. The fee is $6 resi-
dent/$8 non-resident. Register
at (248) 723-3500.

BLOOMFIELD SENIOR MEN

Treasured photos preserved on pillows
A special image can be given a unique venue thanks to two area firms.

Luv-N-CareLuv-N-Care
Animal HospitalAnimal Hospital

Extended hours
at no

additional cost

LNCH

10 Mile Rd.

Southfield

Our mission is to keep your pet happy, healthy,
and pain-free at affordable prices.

• Full Service Pet Hospital
• State of the Art Facility
• Medical, Surgical & Dental
• Emergency Care
• Orthopedic Specialist Available

(fractures, cruciate repair, bone plating, etc.)
• Grooming, Boarding & Day Care

Open 7 Days
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WALK-INS WELCOME
24020 Southfield Rd.

Southfield, MI
248-559-7900

www.luv-n-carevets.com

Mt. Vernon St.

9 Mile Rd.

Lodge Fwy. !10

50% Off50% Off
20% Off20% Off

$10.00$10.00

Our Already
Low Examination Fee
Spay/Neuter &
Dental Procedures

Per Vaccine!
Expires August 31, 2010

Complimentary Nail Trim

(Formerly Jones Animal Hospital)

TOUR OURFACILITY!
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